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of the Environmental Protection Agency, Carol
Browner, to work with communities, farmers,
businesses, consumer protection groups, and all
levels of Government to come up with additional
measures to improve food safety. I want them
to pay special attention to research and public
education efforts. I want them to focus on what
sort of partnerships the Government can form
with the private sector to meet our goals. And
I want them to report back to me with their
findings within 90 days.

Finally, let me add that these new public
health investments are paid for, line by line,
dime by dime, in the balanced budget I will

officially send to Congress next month. With
this new early warning system to track food-
borne illness, we are saying loud and clear that
we will use the world’s best science to make
the world’s most bountiful food supply safer
than ever before for our families and for our
children. Together we will see to it that our
people and our Nation are prepared for the
21st century.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:26 p.m. on
January 24 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 25.

Memorandum on Improving the Safety of the Nation’s Food Supply
January 25, 1997

Memorandum for the Secretary of Agriculture,
Secretary of Health and Human Services,
Administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency

Subject: Improving the Safety of the Nation’s
Food Supply

Americans rightly expect to have the world’s
safest food supply. Although our food is un-
matched in quantity and quality, we can do bet-
ter in our efforts to eliminate disease caused
by microorganisms and other contaminants.
Americans still suffer thousands of food-related
deaths and millions of food-related illnesses.

The 21st century will present new and greater
challenges in this area. Novel pathogens are
emerging. Long-understood pathogens are grow-
ing resistant to treatment. Americans eat more
foods prepared outside the home, and we con-
sume record levels of imported food—some of
which moves across the globe overnight. These
changing circumstances require greatly strength-
ened systems of coordination, surveillance, pre-
vention, research, and education.

My Administration has already taken a num-
ber of steps to improve food safety. We modern-
ized the meat, poultry, and seafood safety sys-

tems. I signed into law new legislation to keep
harmful pesticides off our fruits and vegeta-
bles—and legislation that keeps our drinking
water safe and pure. Today, I announced a new
national early warning system for food-borne ill-
ness. The system will allow us to respond more
quickly to disease outbreaks and to better pre-
vent them in the future.

But we need to do more. Government, con-
sumers, and industry must work together to fur-
ther reduce food-borne disease and to ensure
our food supply is the safest in the world.

I hereby direct that you work with consumers,
producers, industry, States, universities, and the
public to identify additional ways to improve
the safety of our food supply through govern-
ment and private sector action, including public-
private partnerships. Your recommendations
should identify steps to further improve surveil-
lance, inspections, research, risk assessment,
education, and coordination among local, State,
and Federal health authorities. You should re-
port back to me within 90 days with your rec-
ommendations.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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The President’s News Conference
January 28, 1997

The President. Good afternoon. Please be
seated. Before I take your questions, I would
like to make a brief statement about the bal-
anced budget that I will send to Congress next
week.

This budget shows that we can meet two of
our most crucial national priorities at the same
time. It proves we can protect our children from
a future burdened by reckless debt even as we
give them the educational opportunities they
need to make the most of the 21st century.

The budget finally moves us beyond the false
choices that have held us back for too long
and shows that we can cut our debt and invest
in our children. The budget will help to renew
our public schools. It will expand Head Start,
help rebuild crumbling classrooms. It will dou-
ble funding for public charter schools, giving
parents more choice in how they educate their
children. It will increase funding for Goals 2000
by 26 percent. And it will help our students
to reach high standards and master the basics
of reading, writing, math, and science.

It will also enable us to connect our schools
and our libraries to the information super-
highway. The budget more than doubles our
investment in technology to hook our children
up to computers and the Internet, and it in-
creases by a third our investment in partnerships
with teachers and industries to develop quality
educational programming and technology. In
short, the budget will connect our children to
the best educational technology in the world.

It will also open the doors of college edu-
cation wider than ever before. I’d like to take
a minute now simply to outline our unprece-
dented commitment to higher education. With
this budget, national support for college edu-
cation in the year 2002 will be more than double
what it was on the day I first took office, going
from $24 billion to $58 billion per year. The
budget will fully pay for a $1,500-a-year tuition
tax credit, a HOPE scholarship for the first 2
years of college, to make the typical community
college affordable for every American and to
achieve our goal of making 2 years of college
education as universal as a high school diploma
is today.

It will also allow a working family to deduct
up to $10,000 a year for taxes for the cost of
any college tuition or job training. And with
our special IRA for education, most parents will
be able to save for college tuition without ever
paying a penny in taxes.

In addition, my balanced budget takes further
steps to widen the circle of educational oppor-
tunity. It provides a 25 percent increase in fund-
ing for Pell grants, the largest increase in the
maximum scholarship in 20 years, so that over
4 million students will get up to $3,000 a year.
We’ll make 130,000 more students eligible for
these scholarships, and we will open the scholar-
ships to 218,000 older, low income Americans
who want to go to college.

Second, under the balanced budget we will
present, we will continue to reform our student
loan programs to make college loans easier for
students to get and easier to pay back. We will
cut interest rates on loans to students while
they’re in school. We will cut loan fees for 4
million low and middle income students in half.
Fees on 21⁄2 million more will be cut by 25
percent. Taken together, these two steps will
save American families $2.6 billion over 5 years.

Third, we will increase funding again for
work-study positions for students. That will take
us, over about a 3-year period, from 700,000
work-study positions to 1 million work-study po-
sitions per year. And it will help us to meet
our goal of getting 100,000 of those work-study
students to participate as tutors in our initiative
to make sure that all of our 8-year-olds can
read independently.

To encourage community service, we will also
provide tax incentives to encourage loan forgive-
ness for students who, after college, choose pro-
fessions that give something back, people who
use their education to work as teachers, in
homeless shelters, as doctors in remote rural
areas.

All together, these proposals will move us
much closer to our clear national goal: an Amer-
ica where every 8-year-old can read, where
every 12-year-old can log on to the Internet,
where every 18-year-old can go to college,
where all Americans will have the knowledge
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